January – February 2007

Grooming the SOS Trail System – Submitted by Ken Radley Thanks to all of our groomer operators that take the time to make sure the trails are safe and in good condition! Our groomer operators this year were Ron, Jeff and Ken Radley, Jim Kingdon, Mat Gartz, Bill Freeman, Gerry Ivison, Gary Snell, Jason Snell, Dan Penders, Chris Jeffres, Larry Brown, Dale Davis, and Jake Pocock.

The SOS trails have been great this past season and the two SOS groomers from the Stafford area have been out 44 times in 38 days with a total of 420 hours with a total of 480 man hours. We also have a groomer in the Pavilion area that went out several times as well. Our groomer operators have done an amazing job of getting out in January and smoothing out some of the large ruts in fields and removing any large rocks and other obstacles – making the trails safe for all to ride on! 

Next time you see one of our groomer operators let them know how much you enjoyed riding because of the great trails! 

Thanks again to our landowners – without their permission we would not have such a great trail system!

2006 – 2007 Sponsors Four Stroke - $500 Turbo - $250 Two Stroke - $150

Richenberg Repair All Pro Glass The Bank of Castile

Spirit’s Jackson Welding Supply Jeff’s Southside Tavern

Hanson Aggregates A-1 Self Storage The Sled Shop

Batavia Legal Printing Batavia Country Club Lawson Performance Products

Suburban Energy Yasses Trucking Cooper’s Sales and Service

Byron Hotel

MS Equipment Sales

Pavilion Cloverleaf

Archie Merica Trucking

Higley Services

Lamkin Heating & Air Conditioning

Sloat Tire Shop

Kim Mathis Agency, Inc.

Visual Impact

Thank you for your sponsorship this year! Visit our website for more about these sponsors! 

Thanks to all those that purchased a NYSSA ticket. The money from the ticket sales goes to support the Sleds of Stafford as well as NYSSA. The final drawing will by held at the NYSSA forum on April 14th! 

Trail Work Detail Now that warmer weather is approaching it often signals SOS trail bosses that it is time to remove snowmobile signs until next year. Trail bosses are always appreciative of members that are interested in helping! It helps make things go much quicker. If you are interested in helping continue checking our website www.sledsofstafford.com. It will give the most updated information about specific dates, times and locations that we will meet for work details. 

On March 3rd, 2007 SOS members participated in the Pink Ribbon Ride held in Turin, NY. Dave & Renee Merica, Lynn & Doug Smith and Rich Furstoss rode 100 miles and helped raise money for this worthwhile cause. This was the 3rd annual ride that was held and had 160 riders for the day and over $23,000 was raised! This was a significant leap from last year in both participation and money raised. SOS also supported the event with a sponsorship! I hope you will consider participating next year but register early as space is limited! For more information check out their website at www.pinkribbonriders.com.

Upcoming Meeting Dates – Mark Your Calendars

March 21, 2007 - Board of Directors Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

April 4, 2007 - General Membership Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m. 

April 12 - 15 - NYSSA Forum – Held 

April 14, 2007 - NYSSA Super Raffle "Grand Finale" drawing

April 22, 2007 - Worker Appreciation Lunch @ BW’s Restaurant

May 2, 2007 - General Membership Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m. 

May 21, 2007 - Landowner Appreciation & Chicken BBQ @ BW’s Restaurant

June 6, 2007 - General Membership Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m. 

June 14-17, 2007 - Stafford Carnival 

July 4, 2007 - No Meeting – 4th of July Holiday

Please note that we will only meet the 1st Wednesday of the month from April – September.

Trail Grant Money 

Every year every snowmobile club receives money from New York State to maintain our trail systems. The money received is grant money that is dedicated to maintaining and improving the trail systems, therefore, all the money received is to be put back into these efforts. This includes signs, groomer payments, equipment (i.e. screws, chain saws, etc), and trail insurance. The money that is received unfortunately cannot be used to reimburse people’s time and work. With well over 400 members this year, we rely on our members to volunteer their time and resources (i.e. equipment) to help with marking trails, building bridges, repairing equipment, and picking up the trail system at the end of the year.

The trail grant money currently is supported by NYS registration money. The cost to register (if you are a member of a snowmobile club) is $45.00 for the year - $35.00 of that money goes directly into the trail fund and $10 goes to NYS Dept. of Motor Vehicles. 

The trail grant money is paid to the clubs by a check system. In April or May we often receive the first 70%. Once we have demonstrated that money has been spent the other 30% is released sometime in November/December. This year due to DMV registrations in Genesee County being so low the money that comes back to the SOS has been decreased by half. 

So as we come to the end of a great season of snowmobiling – we hope that you will consider not only joining the Sleds of Stafford come September 1st, but that you will volunteer your time and talent to making our club and trails even better!

March/April 2007

About The NYSSA 07 Super Raffle

• Goal is to have tickets printed by August 25, 2007

• There will be 65 total prizes, 11 “Early Bonus” and 54 “Grand Finale”

• Minimum value of prizes accepted is $100.00

• All prize sponsors will be listed on the tickets.

• 80,000 tickets will be printed.

• Tickets will sell for $5.00 each.

• The “featured prizes” will be 4 snowmobiles sponsored/donated by the NYS Dealers of NYS of Arctic Cat, Polaris, Ski-Doo and Yamaha.

Thanks to all those that purchased a NYSSA ticket. The money from the ticket sales goes to support the Sleds of Stafford as well as NYSSA. The final drawing will by held at the NYSSA forum on April 14th!

SLEDS OF STAFFORD ISSUES AN SOS

Many snowmobile owners did not register their sleds until after January 1, 2007. This resulted in a state-wide problem that will impact all snowmobile clubs. Trail fund grant payments are based on registrations up to that date. This will make our payment, to be received this spring, at $13,420. This year we will receive a total of $11,000 less than a year ago.

Therefore, the reason for this letter: we may have a cash flow shortage of approximately $2,000 when we have to make our $15,374 groomer payment by June 30, 2007.

We come to you now, having those smooth trails from 2007 fresh in our minds, asking that you help us through this tight cash flow situation by purchasing your 07-08 membership now. Your membership will be valid beginning 9/1/2007. How about purchasing your steak dinner tickets now, as well as purchasing trailer raffle tickets now? If you would prefer to make a general donation, we again thank you for your support.

Please find below a form designating the options we have listed above. Please mark the ones that you have included in your check’s total and send to: P.O. Box 58 Byron, NY 14422

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, I will help the Sleds of Stafford with this SOS.

_____ $25.00 I will purchase my single membership for 07-08 now. 

_____ $30.00 I will purchase my family membership for 07-08 now.

_____ $¬¬_____ I will purchase ____ November steak dinner tickets @ $20.00 ea.

_____ $_____ I will purchase __ books of 15 trailer raffle tickets @ $10.00/book

_____ $_____ General Donation to help with this SOS. 

$_____ Total of check enclosed.

Please include your name and address on this form and complete the enclosed membership application (if applying for memberships).

Name:_____________________________________________Phone________________

Address:___________________________________________

____________________________________________

Thank you. Gerry Ivison, Treas. Questions? Call me at 585.548.9951 

Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club Office Use Only

Membership Application 9/1/07 – 8/31/08 Voucher: _________________________

Payment: _________________________

Date: _______________ Ticket #: _________________________

First Name:______________________________ Last Name ______________________________________

Spouse’s First Name:______________________ Last Name ______________________________________

Street Address:________________________________________________(same as address on registration)

P. O. Box: ________ Apt. # :_______ City or Town: _________________________________________

State: ______________ Zip: __________________ County:__________________________________

Phone:__________________________________ Cell/Pager: ______________________________________

e-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Membership includes:

* A reduced Snowmobile Registration Fee of $45/sled registered to the address above. A savings of $55/sled.

* A voucher will be issued upon Club Membership Payment.

* 80 miles of groomed trails

* Members will receive the NY Snowmobiler Magazine, published by NYS Snowmobile Assoc., & SOS Newsletters 

* 1 - Free Ticket for a chance to win the Triton Enclosed Trailer

* Chance to win 1 of 3 Mobil Gas Cards (submit application early for best chance to win)

Drawings to be held on: Sept. 19th for $100 Oct. 17th for $75 Nov. 17th for $50 

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:

_____ New Membership _____ Family $30.00 (includes 2 adults & youth 17yrs. and under)

_____ Renewal Membership _____ Single $25.00 (an individual 18 & older)

_____ I would like to volunteer

Please make Check or Money Order payable to the Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club. Return this form, with payment to: The Sleds of Stafford P.O. Box 58 Byron, NY 14422.

To Join online go to: www.sledsofstafford.com (membership is payable through Paypal).

By being a Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club Member I will be responsible for myself and any passengers and assume all risk and liabilities. In the event of an accident, fire or theft, I will not hold the Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club responsible in the event of damage or injury. I will not make claims against the Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club, its officers, or its members “not involved”. I submit this application and promise to comply and abide by all the rules and regulations designated by the Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club.

Your Insurance Carrier: ________________________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________
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Sleds of Stafford Membership Update


Submitted by: Jeanne Freeman





The Sleds of Stafford Membership Year 06–07 is about to come to a close. We made it through the first year with very little trouble. I want to say thank you for your patience and understanding while I worked through the new registration system.





At the very beginning I worked very closely with Genesee County Clerk Don Read and Deputy Clerk Mary Jensen and Shelly from the DMV Office and Jim Jennings from the New York State Snowmobile Assoc. (NYSSA). 





In the next Sleds of Stafford Newsletters you will find a copy of the membership application, there are a few changes. When you get the newsletter be sure to read over the application. You can keep it and use it to join the Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club for the upcoming Snowmobile Season September 1, 2007 to August 31, 2008.





The first time to renew your membership will be in June, at the Stafford Carnival, Fathers’ Day weekend. The Sleds of Stafford will try again to set up at various places within our trail system for you to renew your membership. Last year BW’s Sports Bar and Grill and the Byron Hotel were gracious enough to invite you to join our club while they handed out a free lunch and a gift certificate for you to use at their place of business. We would like to say thank you to BW’s Sports Bar and Grill and the Byron Hotel for their support in helping us make it an enjoyable process in joining the Sleds of Stafford. You will also be able to join the Sleds of Stafford through paypal.





SUBURBAN ENERGY DISCOUNT





If you have not yet taken advantage of the Suburban Energy discount – there is still time! SOS landowners and club members can receive $20.00 off your bill on three (3) separate deliveries at the Batavia Suburban Energy office and their delivery area only. The discount can be applied towards propane, oil or diesel fuel. Here is how it works:





1. Your payment must be sent to: 


Suburban Energy Products


8412 Seven Springs Road


Batavia, NY 14020


2. In the amount enclosed box write in $20.00 less than the amount due and SOS after that.


3. The 2006-2007 landowner and club member list is at Suburban Energy office and it is updated and checked weekly.


4. Any questions call 585-343-5522.
































Club officers for 2007-2008





President:  Ken Radley


344-2413


Vice President:  Don Lewis – 345-0374


Membership:  Jeanne Freeman – 548-7197


Secretary:  Lynn Smith


548-7504


Treasurer:  Gerry Ivison – 548-9951





Board of Directors





Al Secash


Andy Hart


Brandon Kaness


Brian Thompson


Chris Jeffres


Craig Holly


Dave Merica


Dave Stephens


Don Lewis


Doug Smith


Jeff Thompson


John Brewster


Mark DeFelice


Steve Beach


Tim Freeman


Todd Sloat


PO Box 709 


Stafford, NY 14143-0709




















