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About The NYSSA 07 Super Raffle
· Goal is to have tickets printed by August 25, 2007

· There will be 65 total prizes, 11 “Early Bonus” and 54 “Grand Finale”
Suburban Energy Discount
reminder – As a Sleds of Stafford member or landowner you can receive $20.00 off your bill on three (3) separate deliveries at the Batavia Suburban Energy office and their delivery area only.  The discount can be applied towards propane, oil or diesel fuel.  Here is how it works:

1. Your payment must be sent to:  

Suburban Energy Products

8412 Seven Springs Road

Batavia, NY  14020

2. In the amount enclosed box write in $20.00 less than the amount due and SOS after that.

3. The 2007-2008 landowner and club member list is at Suburban Energy office and it is updated and checked weekly.

4. Any questions call 585-343-5522.

[image: image9.png]



[image: image2]
Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club      
             Office Use Only
Membership Application   9/1/07 – 8/31/08

Payment: _________________________

Date: _______________







First Name:_________________  Last Name _________________________(same as name on registration)

Spouse’s First Name:______________________  Last Name ______________________________________

Street Address:________________________________________________(same as address on registration)

P. O. Box: ________
Apt. # :_______
City or Town: _________________________________________

State: ______________
Zip: __________________
County:__________________________________

Phone:__________________________________   Cell/Pager: ______________________________________

e-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Membership includes:

*    A reduced Snowmobile Registration Fee of $45/sled registered to the address above.  A savings of $55/sled.

*    A voucher will be issued upon Club Membership Payment.

*    80 miles of groomed trails

*    Members will receive the NY Snowmobiler Magazine, published by NYS Snowmobile Assoc., & SOS Newsletters                                                                                                                                                                                                             

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:
_____ New Membership



_____ Family $30.00                 (includes 2 adults & youth 17yrs. and under)
_____ Renewal Membership


_____ Single $25.00                   (an individual 18 & older)
_____ I would like to volunteer

Please make Check or Money Order payable to the Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club.  Return this form, with payment to:          The Sleds of Stafford    P.O. Box  58     Byron, NY 14422.

To Join online go to:  www.sledsofstafford.com 
Membership is payable through:

1. Paypal      and

2. NYSSA’s Website
By being a Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club Member I will be responsible for myself and any passengers and assume all risk and liabilities.  In the event of an accident, fire or theft, I will not hold the Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club responsible in the event of damage or injury.  I will not make claims against the Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club, its officers, or its members “not involved”.  I submit this application and promise to comply and abide by all the rules and regulations designated by the Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club.

Your Insurance Carrier: ________________________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________

Sleds of Stafford Update – by Ken Radley, Club President





Happy New Year!  We hope that 2008 brings lots of snow and some good riding!  I would like to take an opportunity and thank all those that have helped volunteer on the trail system.  Whether it was marking, trimming, providing maintenance on our equipment or grooming during this last bit of snow your help is greatly appreciated!  Since trails have recently opened I would like to provide some safety tips so that everyone has a good riding season.  





Always ride to the right on all trails, especially in fields with hills or knolls and trails with curves and turns.


Make sure your gas and oil is full or that you carry a container of oil with you.  Carrying extra spark plugs, belt and a tow rope and small emergency kit may come in handy.  Road flares can be kept in a gallon size Ziploc bag to keep them dry.


Know where you are going and that you have the appropriate trail map for the area.


Bring a cell phone & keep in a warm pocket.


Don’t ride alone


Pack an extra pair of socks in case you encounter water or your feet get wet.  A couple of packs of the pre-packaged hand warmers are a good idea too!


If you have to stop on the trail avoid stopping on hills and pull over to the right side of the trail.


Don’t overdrive your headlights.  This means don’t drive faster than what you can see in front of you at night.  





As always remember that a minimum of 5” of snow is required when riding and to be respectful of landowners property.  Stay on the marked trails and stay safe!





Reminder that general membership meetings are held the first Wednesday of every month at the Stafford Fire Hall starting at 7:30 p.m.  





Finally, this last November we hosted our annual steak dinner at BW’s Restaurant.  Thanks to all that came out to the event.  It was another sold out year! We had over 200 door prizes that were donated and given away that night.  Thanks to all those that support  the event.  Congratulations to Mark Creco from Fulton, NY who was the winner of the Triton trailer. 





Groomed Trails





As the 2007-2008 snowmobiling season is still young, we would like to share some information about grooming, reasons and methods we use, and how to get the most life out of grooming hours/money spent getting trails in shape.


 


With the cost of fuel on the rise again, we would like to see everyone help us all get the most out of our membership and clubs fundraising money! 


 


Groomers always have the right of way. Do not follow them too closely, or attempt to pass them until they stop to allow you to pass, or slow down to wave you by. They are very heavy and very powerful pieces of equipment. If you encounter a groomer coming the other direction, slow down and/or pull to the side to allow them to pass by safely!


 


We will generally start running the groomers on trails while the ground is still soft when possible. This helps to prep the surface for better trails when we have proper amounts of snow by knocking down high spots and helping to fill in low spots. Once the surface is prepped, new snowfall is then groomed to provide a packed smooth service to build our trails on. A full, well packed base will last MUCH longer in warmer weather. It also provides a better surface to add depth the base of the trails and give groomers more to work with to smooth out bumps and wear caused by traffic and temperature changes. Most grooming will be done at night. There are several reasons for this - first there is much less traffic at night which allows for safer groomer operation. Second - colder temperatures help to freeze up the fresh packed snow. The more time a freshly groomer trail is allowed to "set-up", the more durable it becomes. 





HOW YOU CAN HELP: When accelerating or braking, take it easy - don't spin your track and don't lock it up stopping. You are not on a race track and this type of driving tears apart all the work the groomers are out there doing. Also it can do property damage to the ground beneath, and that can be a problem if landowner crops get ruined. Take it easy in corners, throwing snow off the trail does nothing but ruin these corners that much sooner. There is only so much a groomer can do, and there is nothing we can do to areas with no snow left. Also bringing dirt to the surface gives the sun a better surface to absorb heat which causes these areas to grow quickly. MORE HEAT = LESS SNOW. Stay on the groomed trail surfaces, leaving the trail can often leave you in deep unpacked snow causing you to become easily stuck.





THINGS THAT MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO KEEP UP WITH GROOMING NEEDS: Heavy snowfall and winds can quickly undo a groomed surface by causing drifts and moguls in the trails. Drifts are often difficult to spread out and pack as it takes several passes to even those areas out. Our groomers have 80 miles of trails to maintain, and almost double that due to double width areas of trails. They can only run at 5-7 MPH to properly process the snow in the grooming drags they pull behind them. That is many, many hours of grooming to make 1 complete pass on our trail system. All grooming is done by volunteers donating their time to operate this machinery!! Please be courteous and thank them when you see them!





WHAT THE GROOMING DRAG DOES TO THE SNOW, AND CONDITIONS THAT AFFECT IT: The grooming drags that are pulled behind the groomers are made up of a series of metal blades. These blades cut the tops off of moguls in the snow, break the snow apart and mix it to make a mixture of formable snow. They also then spread the snow into lower areas, and create an even surface. At the back of these are packing pans, which press and smooth the snow into a nice even surface. The longer this fresh surface is allowed to freeze back together, the longer it will last. 


Not all snow is good grooming snow!! Too much or too little moisture can make it difficult to get the right mix of packing snow. Too little causes the snow to be more crystal like, and does not pack well. It often feels like riding in sand. Too much can cause clumping or icy surfaces. 


 


REMEMBER TO BE SAFE, AND KEEP TO THE RIGHT ON ALL TRAILS. RIDE RESPONSIBLY, AND LET’S HAVE A GREAT SEASON!!!  -let it snow, let it snow, let it snow.......


 











Communication Safety System (CSS)





The C.S.S., short for Communication Safety System, is a streamlined housing of high-intensity LED lights. This light system warns oncoming trail traffic of the riders in your group, eliminating the need to use the unsafe, outdated hand signal system. The group leader and his/her followers all display yellow, while the last rider displays green. Yellow indicates caution, riders approaching while green indicates the last rider of that group. This system also has a hazard mode which is indicated by a flashing yellow. The hazard mode alerts oncoming riders of trail hazards.


Key benefits


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Keeps hands where they belong – on the handlebars�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Keeps immediate access to the brakes�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Gives rider total control over rough terrain and ice�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Powered by the off-road vehicle�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Impact resistant�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Weatherproof�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Trail grooming operators greatly appreciate the warning�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Possible insurance discounts�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Affordable�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Easy system to use and understand�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���100,000 hour rated LED’s �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���One year warranty on light assembly �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Can be used as hand-held hazard light�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/rider_green_3.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Quick, Easy Install�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Quick Disconnect Feature�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com/images/Star_Bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Help Preserve the Sport�
�
For more information visit their website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com" ��http://www.communicationsafetysystem.com�.














2007 – 2008 Sponsors





Four Stroke - $500			Turbo - $250 				Two Stroke - $150	


Spirit’s 					Jackson Welding Supply		Jaybee Tool Company 


Hanson Aggregates			A-1 Self Storage			The Getzoni Agency


Batavia Legal Printing			Byron Hotel 		 		George & Swede Sales/Service  


Suburban Energy			Pocock’s Repair Shop			Lawson Performance Products


Norton Enterprises			Sloat Tire Shop				The Sled Shed


					Elite Motorsports			7-S Cycle Supply


					Kim Mathis Agency, Inc.		Davis' Trailer World LLC


					Saucey Sisters				Bank Castile/Tompkins Insurance


					Nulook Collision 			Pine Grove


					Kleen - All Co.


					MS Equipment


					Welch & O'Donoghue Land Surveyors


					Cooper's Sales & Service


					Pavilion Cloverleaf


					Archie Merica Trucking


					Richenberg's Repair Service 


					McGinnis Excavation


Wellman Farm Service


Carolina Eastern Crocker


Thank you for your sponsorship this year!  Visit our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.sledsofstafford.com" ��www.sledsofstafford.com� for more about these sponsors!  
















































































Upcoming Meeting Dates – Mark Your Calendars





January 2, 2008 	-	General Membership Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.  


January 16, 2008	-	BOD Meeting – John Brewster’s home 8824 Rollin Cir W - Batavia @ 7:30   


February 6, 2008	-	General Membership Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.  


February 20, 2008          -            BOD Meeting – Jeanne Freeman’s home 6679 Hessenthaler Rd - Byron @ 7:30 


February 16, 2008	-	Family ride – meet at Stafford Fire Hall 11:00 AM.  If no snow on this date alternate date is February 23, 2008.  Will ride to County Park for pizza, wings, sledding, and fun!


March 1, 2008		-	Pink Ribbon Riders 4th Annual Snow Run The Ole Barn, Inlet, NY � HYPERLINK "http://www.pinkribbonriders.com" ��www.pinkribbonriders.com� for more info.


March 5, 2008		-	General Membership Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.  


March 19, 2008              -            BOD Meeting Jeffres Ag Service 510 Wyoming Road - Wyoming @ 7:30 p.m.  	


April 11-13, 2008           -            NYSSA Annual Meeting and Forum – Niagara Falls





For dates on other events visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sledsofstafford.com" ��www.sledsofstafford.com�














Club officers for 2007-2008





President:  Ken Radley


344-2413


Vice President:  Don Lewis – 345-0374


Membership:  Jeanne Freeman – 548-7197


Secretary:  Lynn Smith


548-7504


Treasurer:  Gerry Ivison – 548-9951





Board of Directors





Al Secash


Andy Hart


Brandon Kaness


Brian Thompson


Chris Jeffres


Craig Holly


Dave Merica


Dave Stephens


Don Lewis


Doug Smith


Jeff Thompson


John Brewster


Mark DeFelice


Steve Beach


Tim Freeman


Todd Sloat


PO Box 709 


Stafford, NY 14143-0709

















New trail maps are available for $5.00.  Pick one up at one of the following places: 


BW's Restaurant�



Byron Hotel and Trailhouse�
�
Rays Snowmobile�
Spirit's�
�
Saucey Sisters�
Nu Look Collision in Bergen�
�
Sloats Tire Shop�
G's Gas & Grocery�
�
7S Cycle Supply�



�
�
You can check our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.sledsofstafford.com/trailmap.html" ��www.sledsofstafford.com/trailmap.html� for additional places they will be available.  Also, many of these places have the NYSSA Super Raffle tickets for sale as well.  
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