May  - June 2006

WORKER APPRECIATION LUNCH

The SOS held its annual worker appreciation lunch on Sunday April 23, 2006. It was a great event and a nice way to end the year! Thanks to all that helped on the trail system! Those that were acknowledged with awards this year:(Images in Photo Gallery2 on Website)

Years of Service

Mark DeFelice

Outstanding Promotion of Snowmobiling

Bill & Jeanne Freeman

Lifetime Achievement Award

Jeff Thompson

Newest Member of the Year

Dave Merica

Under 5 Years Member of the Year

Tim Freeman

Over 5 Years Member of the Year

John Brewster

Groomer Operator of the Year

Matt Gartz

Family of the Year

Doug & Lynn Smith

Upcoming Dates – Mark Your Calendars

May 21, 2006 - Landowner Appreciation and Chicken BBQ – BW’s Restaurant

NO SOS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS IN JUNE, JULY OR

AUGUST – ENJOY YOUR SUMMER!!!

June 14, 2006 - Set up booth for Stafford Carnival – Meet @ the Groomer Barn 7:30 p.m.

June 15-18, 2006 - Stafford Carnival (If you are interested in helping out at the booth for sometime during the carnival please call Ken Radley 356-2709).

August 2, 2006 - BOD meeting – Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

September 6, 2006 - General Membership Meeting – Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

September 20, 2006 - BOD meeting – Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

October 4, 2006 - General Membership Meeting – Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

October 18, 2006 - BOD meeting – Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

November 1, 2006 - General Membership Meeting – Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

November 15, 2006 - BOD meeting – Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

November 18, 2006 - Steak Dinner – BW’s Restaurant in Pavilion

Sleds of Stafford Member Survey

The SOS conducted a survey of its general membership. The purpose of the survey was to hear from members what they liked about SOS and ways that we could improve what we do and increase membership. The survey was included on our website as well as in our February/March newsletter.

Copies were available at the February/March SOS General Membership meeting for members to complete and hand in. Members that completed a survey were entered into a drawing for a $50.00 cash prize. Congratulations to Chris Jeffres! 

The results from the survey are below.

26 surveys completed by members

1. How long have you been a Sleds of Stafford (SOS) member?

Less than 1 year = 5 1-5 Years = 16 5-10 Years = 4 10 or more years = 1

2. If you just joined SOS within the past year what made you decide to join (i.e. convenience of meetings, trails, knew someone else that was a member, newsletters, website, other)?

Website

Like what you are doing with trails i.e. marking

District Director

Excellent trails and grooming x2

Convenience of meetings

Seeing the SOS stand at the Stafford Carnival

3. For those that have been members for more than one year, what is it that you like about SOS?

Good trails/marking/grooming x9

Good email response

$50 Suburban certificate

People x6

Good communication among members

Having an organized/safe trail system/use good trails x5

Being able to help and volunteer

Local club x2

Organized meetings

Club ride x2

Website

Board of Directors

President

4. During the year, how many general membership meetings do you attend?

Less than 2 = 2 2-4 = 2 4-8 = 11 8-12 = 11

5. Do you have any suggestions to make meetings more useful/beneficial? Yes = 10 or No= 16

More guest speakers like Mercy Flight x2

Maybe a different night to get more attendance

More organized

Keep Kenny President!

Make them as short as possible – do not want to use the whole evening

If there is no snow maybe a snowmobile/short video of recent club rides.

Need our own clubhouse

Move officers table closer to the people so they can hear/put officers table down the center aisle

Make new members feel welcome and introduce them – Find out their interest in volunteering and

give them check list of volunteer opportunities.

6. As you may know, SOS relies heavily on members and Board of Directors to help out at club functions (i.e. steak dinner/November, chicken barbeque/May), mark trails for the season, and

operate the groomer. Do you feel that you are well informed about opportunities to volunteer?

Yes = 26 or No = 0

7. If not, what can we be doing better to inform you of ways to volunteer?

Not able to make meetings so getting info via website, newsletters, and emails is helpful

For those with computers maybe their email address can be put on the clubs distribution list and

people that don’t attend all the meetings could be notified with an email.

Website

More involvement from trail bosses to contact people

Have a list of volunteer jobs that a person could “check” their choices

Set up a phone committee that would call people and ask for help

A lot of times people don’t volunteer, but if they were asked nicely with a please you can get

people to help.

8. Typically, the SOS has hosted a chicken barbeque as an appreciation for our landowners.

You might have other ideas/ways that we can show appreciation to our landowners. If so, please list them:

Give a turkey or a ham to landowners at Christmas time in addition to a BBQ.

Deliver a ham – that way you do not have to cook or deliver all in one day.

Put landowner list on the website with a thank you

Encourage members to thank landowners when they see them.

Gift certificate to a place they choose maybe to one of our sponsors.

Another club I belonged to used to give landowners fruit

Mail out gift certificate(dinner/gas card) along with landowner permission slips

Thank them in person when possible

Legislation

BBQ is good x3

Post signs on the trail with the landowners name and to say “thanks” on that sign to the landowner

9. SOS has held a steak dinner at BW’s Restaurant (November) for the past few years and has raffled off an enclosed snowmobile trailer as a fundraiser for the club. Do you have other ideas

about future fundraising efforts? If so please list them:

New sled

Sled parts

Sled decals

Gift cards to snowmobile parts stores

Trips – snowmobile oriented or not snowmobile oriented

Cash raffle

Lawnmower, generator

NYSSA raffle tickets (1/2 to club)

Trip for 4 – airfare not included and $500 cash spending money

Sell tickets on a few donated items

Appliance raffle

I would hope with the State money coming in that we wouldn’t have to have more fundraisers

10. Every two months SOS puts out a newsletter. Is there anything that you would like to see added to the newsletter?

Yes = 4 or No = 20

If yes, please describe

Tell about who worked on trails and thank them

More current with upcoming dates x2

A president’s message

Do highlights from minutes

List landowners and express a thank you

Feature a couple of sponsors each newsletter – do an interview with them and have them tell how

important the club is to their business.

11. Our website (www.sledsofstafford.com) has recently been updated. Is this a useful way to get information to you about volunteer opportunities, classifieds, schedule of events, etc?

Yes = 26 or No = 0

*Everyone may not have access to web

12. Is there anything that you would like to see added to the website?

Yes = 7 or No = 19

Screen savers of pictures of the club

Pay a fee and download a trail map

Easy way to add to classifieds

Maybe a Q & A forum (i.e. I am having a problem with my 2007 Polaris…..) and talk with other

members & non-members x2

Add a link to Mercy Flight and how to donate

Snowmobile events

Tech talk

If there is anything else that you would like to share that you think would be helpful to us, please let

us know here:

Keep up the good work! X2

Need to find a way of getting people’s talents – finding a way of staying in touch with them and

asking them for help at events and activities.

Club house x2

More involved Board of Directors, The club is well organized
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Landowner Appreciation and Chicken Barbeque


The Landowner Appreciation and Chicken BBQ was held on Sunday May 21, 2006 at BW’s Restaurant. It is one of the ways that we say “thanks” for giving us permission to mark our trails on your land. This also marks the time that we begin asking landowner’s permission for the next snowmobile season. If you are a landowner please sign the permission form and return to:


Sleds of Stafford


PO Box 709


Stafford, NY 14143


If you have already handed it in – thank you! If


you would like to speak with your areas trail boss regarding the trail system on your property you may contact them directly:


Byron area: Doug Smith – 548-7504 or 507-2427


LeRoy area: Scott McKenzie – 455-5275


Pavilion area: Mark DeFelice – 768-2099


Tim Freeman – 261-4606


Chris Jeffres – 356-9162


Larry Brown – 584-8450


Stafford/E. Batavia area: Ken Radley – 356-2709








Sleds of Stafford Membership


If you are interested in saving some money on your snowmobile registration –


support the sport and become a member of the Sleds of Stafford. Once you submit your membership application for the 2006-2007 season you will receive your NYSSA membership and voucher for discounted NYS registration; 5 tickets for a chance to win the Triton enclosed trailer; a chance to win 1 of 3 Mobil gas cards (submit your application early for the best chance to win). Look inside the newsletter for your membership application!








2006 Triton Trailer Raffle


The SOS is once again selling tickets for a chance to win a 2006 enclosed Triton trailer. The winning ticket will be drawn at our annual steak dinner


at BW’s Restaurant on Saturday November 18, 2006. For tickets, please contact Mark DeFelice at 768-2099. Or look for our booth at the Stafford Carnival June 15-18, 2006. Any member who would like to bring the trailer to an event in the area to sell tickets please contact Ken Radley at 356-2709.
































Club officers for 2006-2007





President:  Ken Radley


344-2413


Vice President:  Don Lewis – 345-0374


Membership:  Jeanne Freeman – 548-7197


Secretary:  Lynn Smith


548-7504


Treasurer:  Gerry Ivison – 548-9951





Board of Directors





Al Secash


Andy Hart


Brandon Kaness


Brian Thompson


Chris Jeffres


Craig Holly


Dave Merica


Dave Stephens


Don Lewis


Doug Smith


Jeff Thompson


John Brewster


Mark DeFelice


Steve Beach


Tim Freeman


Todd Sloat


PO Box 709 


Stafford, NY 14143-0709




















