October - November 2006

Trail Inspector Information

2006 – 2007 Snowmobiling Season

Part I. Qualifications. The following are the qualifications for someone to become authorized as a volunteer trail inspector:

• Be a snowmobiler and be an experienced rider (average or better) and has a basic understanding of trail development and maintenance.

• Own a registered, legally insured, and dependable snowmobile.

• Has the means to transport their snowmobile to any assigned area.

• Is at least 18 years old.

• Attends the OPRHP-approved trail inspector training class, successfully completes the inspector training course, and passes the test.

• Be willing to conduct a pre-season inspection and an in-season inspection during the upcoming snowmobile season

There will be a Trail Inspection Training held on October 17

at Letchworth State Park

See NYSSA website for up to date details – www.nyssnowassoc.org

Use Volunteer Inspector Information Form on the website to sign up for a training class.

2006 – 2007 Sponsors

Four Stroke - $500

Richenberg Repair

Spirit’s 

Hanson Aggregates

Batavia Legal Printing

Suburban Energy

Turbo - $250

All Pro Glass 

A-1 Self Storage 

Jackson Welding Supply

Kim Mathis Insurance Agency/Nationwide Insurance

Two Stroke - $150 

Thank you for your sponsorship this year! Look in this newsletter for how you can

support Sleds of Stafford. Visit our website for more about these sponsors!

The Sleds of Stafford is selling NYSSA SUPER raffle tickets. Tickets are $5.00 each.

If interested contact Dave Merica at sledsofstafford@rochester.rr.com or see him at the monthly SOS meetings. They are also available at events that we will be at with the

trailer as well as at Sloat Tire Shop. Below is information about the super raffle. There

are lots of great prizes so get your ticket early!

* 4 Brand new snowmobiles

• There will be 2 snowmobile trailers as prizes.

• NYSSA will donate a total of $5,000 in cash prizes.

• As part of the “Early Eleven Bonus Prizes”, there will be 3 all expenses paid snowmobile trips for two. (Yellowstone, Vermont and Town of Webb, NY)

• The Yellowstone Snowmobile Vacation for 2 includes: 3 nights lodging and the use of 2 snowmobiles for 2 days. NYSSA is donating $1,000 for airfare and other expenses.

• The NYS Vacation Get-Away Package for 2 includes: 2 seven day trail permits for the Town of Webb & Inlet Snowmobile Trail System. 2 nights lodging (double-occupancy) at the North Woods Inn on Fourth Lake. 1 breakfast and 1 dinner for two at the North Woods Inn. There will be spending money for area activities provided, plus NYSSA is donating $200 for travel & expense.

• The Vermont Snowmobile Vacation for 2 includes: 2 night stay, with breakfast, at the Grist Mill House in Woodstock, Vt. NYSSA is providing $400 Cash for expenses and the purchase of 2 VAST trail permits.

• The balance of the prizes will be made up of more cash, plus gift certificates for lodging merchandise and equipment.

• An “Early 11 Bonus” drawing will be on January 6, 2007 at the NYSSA BOD Meeting. The “Grand Finale” drawing of the remaining 54 prizes will take place on April 14, 2007 at the NYSSA Annual Meeting & Forum.

• The “Early Eleven Bonus” winning tickets will go back in the drum and will be eligible for the “Grand Finale” prizes.

• NYSSA will share profits. Participating clubs that sell tickets get 50% up front from what they sell. ($2.50 from each $5.00 ticket sold)

• All prize sponsors/donors will receive a NYSSA Business Membership, which includes a

certificate, a large NYSSA logo sticker and a subscription to the New York Snowmobiler

magazine. Sponsors will also be listed on the NYSSA website and in the New York Snowmobiler

magazine.

• NYSSA and clubs encourage their members to buy from the prize sponsors of this fundraiser.

There are 29,000 members of NYSSA and the local clubs.

Suburban Energy

Suburban Energy will once again be helping out the SOS members with 3 - $20

certificates that can be used towards your fuel costs. For members that have joined

already for the 2006-2007 year, your certificates are included with this newsletter.

The others will go out to folks as they join.

Sleds of Stafford Website Updates

SOS now has a message board on its website. We will be able to post up to

date trail conditions, tech talk and much more!

If you are interested in helping to support the Sleds of Stafford, please

consider one of the levels below – Please complete the info form at the

bottom of the page and send in before October 31st.

Four Stroke: $500.00

Name and logo placed on the groomer (value $40)

Paid membership for the 2006-2007 year (value $30)

Three (3) business signs on our trail system (value $60)

Tickets (2) to the SOS steak dinner on November 18, 2006 (value $60)

Advertising in Sleds of Stafford newsletter (six issues)

Business name and location on the trail map (value $50)

Name and logo placed on the website (year round/ priceless!)

(Over $200 given back in advertising – great deal!)

Turbo: $250.00

Advertising in Sleds of Stafford newsletter (six issues)

Business name and location on the trail map (value $50)

Two (2) business signs on our trail system (value $40)

Paid membership for the 2006-2007 year (value $30)

Name and logo placed on the website (year round/ priceless!)

(Over $100 given back in advertising!)

Two Stroke: $150.00

Advertising in Sleds of Stafford newsletter (six issues)

Your choice of your business name and location on the trail map OR paid

membership for the 2006-2007 year (value $50)

($50 given back in advertising!)

_________________________________________________________________________

Level of Advertising (please check one):

__Four Stroke $500.00 __Turbo $250.00 __Two Stroke $150.00

Name of Business/Individual ________________________________________________

Address (including City/Zip Code) ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number (business) _____________ (cell) _____________ (home) _____________

Email Address _______________________ Website Address ______________________

Comments: _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

*Please email photo ready business card size ads to Lynn Smith at lsmith@childrensinstitute.net

*Return this form with payment to Sleds of Stafford, PO Box 709, Stafford, NY 14143-0709

Attention Snowmobilers

Letter to the Editor

Written By Kevin Fisher

Genesee County Snowmobile Association President

The SRRA (Snowmobile Rights and Responsibilities Act) is here. Whether one likes it or not, this “Act” has now become a Law. SRRA was Not written because George Pataki and the New York Legislators in Albany want more of your money; it was lobbied for by your fellow snowmobilers, whom are members of NYSSA (New York State Snowmobile Association), which for years worked hard at developing and maintaining trails for your enjoyment The perception of many outside the snowmobiling arena is that “snowmobilers ride everywhere and anywhere they want”, or “All they do is run from bar to bar raising hell.” These are just a select few of the many negative comments that I hear when someone finds out that I am involved in this sport. The fact of the matter is that these issues do exist and are just one of the reasons SRRA was lobbied so hard for. I have heard a lot of grumbling about the increased registration rate this year, ‘Why would NYSSA want higher registration rates for its fellow snowmobilers?’ one might ask. Snowmobiling is a privilege that comes or should come with rider responsibility. The days of riding anywhere one chooses are over. With development and urban sprawl, riding areas are becoming harder to come by. Neither NYSSA, New York State, nor the trail fairies build or maintain the 10,000 miles of trails in New York State. These trails are built by devoted, dedicated volunteer snowmobile club members, which annually speak with and develop relationships with gracious land owners across the state to obtain permission to ride on their property. 85% of New York State trails are on Private Property. The clubs obtain permission to mark and lay out the trail, then submit a trail “Grant in Aid” application to the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) with their proposed trails. The club then needs to show proof to OPRHP of time and monies laid out to maintain the trails to the best of their abilities, all before they are reimbursed for their efforts. The trail program, although administered through OPRHP, has always been and should continue to always be a user paid program, not

paid for with non-user tax dollars. Without the gracious landowners and the clubs marking and maintaining the trails where the landowners allow, there would be no trail system. Do you see a pattern forming here? This is done long before winter arrives, or the season is over and we can look back and say it was all worth it. It is done in good and bad snowfall years alike. The last thing a devoted, dedicated volunteer club member needs to hear is that the trail is being closed, due to permission not being granted because a couple Yahoos chose to ride in less snow than is needed to protect the crop in the field, before the snowmobile season even opens (during deer season), reroute the trail, or loosing it all together. So people, the volunteer club members, who were frustrated and not knowing how else to get to the riders who chose not to join a club started looking for a way to get the word out about these issues. The general thought among the snowmobile community was a better informed riding public would make snowmobiling a better, safer, more tolerated, and respected activity. So NYSSA and its members lobbied for the registration increase with a discount for club members. The thought was the folks that did not wish to join a club would at least help support them with the additional money coming back to them for better equipment to help maintain trails. Those who choose to join a the clubs would hopefully become more informed snowmobilers through education, newsletters, and perhaps even step up and help with the marking and developing of the trails. I am unsure of whether I agree with SRRA. I do not know if it will make you a better snowmobiler, or make the sport a more tolerated and respected activity. I also do not believe that it will suddenly eliminate all of the Yahoos from the sport. I do believe the more people that understand how the trails we enjoy are developed and maintained, the more people m ay appreciate and respect the privilege.

Recently, I have seen a few advertisements to “Join a Club – Save $55 on your registration”. Although this statement is true, I would encourage you to join a club, not just to save $55, but also that you may become a more responsible, safer, and informed snowmobile rider. Most club memberships are $25 for a single membership, and slightly more for a family membership. This allows you to register each of your snowmobiles at the reduced rate of $45, and you may even meet a new friend or two.

Here in Genesee County, there are two clubs maintaining the majority of the trails, and three clubs with tributary trails coming into the county. Check http://www.nyssnowassoc.org for local club information.

Perhaps working together in the snowmobiling community, we can change the perception that the general public has of snowmobilers to a more positive, community involved, respectable image that we all want to portray.

Upcoming Events

September 30 & October 1 - Norton Enterpise Annual Open House, 9am - 3pm stop in to take a look at the new 2007 Snowmobiles and also take advantage of special sales on leftover inventory. We will have 10% off all parts in stock. Enjoy a hot dog and drink on us and sign up for our door prizes.

September 30 & October 1 - Bucks Grass Drags will be Saturday September 30 and Sunday October 1 on Wollcottsville Road just off Rte 93 just in over the Niagara County line.

September 30 & October 1 - Hilton Apple Festival/Car show.

October 4 - General Membership Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 pm

October 7 - Benefit for Sheila Spencer Brennan in Pavilion.

October 7 - 8th Annual Shawnee Sno Chiefs Grass Drags 8am.

October 6-8 - Big East Powersports Show - Syracuse OnCenter.

October 14 - Grass Drags 10AM - 4PM Sponsored by FingerLakes, Honeoye & Lehigh Valley

Snowclubs. Held at NYS Steam Pageant Grounds on Gehan Rd. Off Routes 5&20 in Canandaigua.

October 14 - Batavia Motor Speedway Grass Drags. Gates open at 10:00AM races start at 12:00 For more info call Don at 737-5698

October 18 - Board of Directors Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 pm

October 29 - Hilton Sno-Flyers Snow Show at Doan Dodge Chrysler Jeep at 4477 West Ridge Road. 10:00 am until 4:00 pm.

November 1 - General Membership Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 pm

November 9 - Snowmobile Safety Training Course Part 1 - 6:30-9:00 We encourage adults to come to this class also, bring your whole family. (Children must be age 10 by completion of second class and must complete both parts of the course) Ages 10-18.

November 11 - First Annual Open House from 11am - 4pm at 7S Cycle Supply on Route 5 in Leroy.

November 14- Snowmobile Safety Training Course Part 2- 6:30-9:00 (Children must complete both parts of course) Ages 10-18

November 15 - Board of Directors Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 pm

November 18 - Steak Dinner @ BW's Restaurant in Pavilion

January 6, 2007 - "Early 11 Bonus" drawing for NYSSA Super Raffle

April 14, 2007 - NYSSA Super Raffle "Grand Finale" drawing

Think Snow this Winter!

Thought you might appreciate seeing this old photo.

Makes you wonder just HOW COLD and HOW LONG

it was that cold!! Brrr

THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN WHEN NIAGARA FALLS WAS COMPLETELY FROZEN IN

THE YEAR 1911.

A VERY RARE PHOTO!!!



SOS UPDATE


The SOS is once again selling tickets for a chance to win a 2006 enclosed Triton


trailer. The winning ticket will be drawn at our annual steak dinner at BW’s


Restaurant on Saturday November 18, 2006. Tickets will be available to


purchase at our general membership meetings (1st Wednesday of every month) or


contact a director or club officer for tickets. Check our upcoming dates section –


if there is an event that you would like to bring the trailer and sell tickets, please


contact Ken Radley.





To date we have over 130 members join the Sleds of Stafford. We realize many of


you have a choice when joining a club. Thank you for supporting the SOS. If you


have not joined a club – you may go to our website at www.sledsofstafford.com


and download a membership application. You can either mail to us or pay online


through Paypal. When you join SOS you will receive 5 chances to win the Triton


enclosed trailer, be entered for a chance to win 1 of 3 gas cards and receive 3 - $20


Suburban Energy certificates that can be used towards your fuel costs this winter.


Special thanks to Jeanne Freeman for coordinating SOS membership this year!





It has gone smoothly, particularly in a year with lots of changes!


The Sleds of Stafford is looking for those that might be interested in becoming a


trail boss. If you are interested in taking on a portion of the trail system and


recruiting some help to improve, maintain and mark that portion of the trail


system, please contact Ken Radley at 344-2413.





The fall season is fast approaching and that marks the start of getting trails marked


and ready for the snowmobiling season. Typically, starting in mid-October on


Saturdays and Sundays the SOS has trail detail. More details will be posted on our


website as they become available.





YOUTH/ADULT SAFETY COURSE


There will be a youth and adult safety course held on November 9th and November 14th, 2006 starting at 6:30 p.m at the Stafford Fire Hall. Children must be 10 years of age by November 14th in order to take the class. If you would like to register you may do so online at www.sledsofstafford.com/class or by contacting


Ginny Ivison at 548-9951.Ken Radley at 356-2709.





About The NYSSA 07 Super Raffle


• There will be 65 total prizes, 11 “Early Bonus” and 54 “Grand Finale”


• Minimum value of prizes accepted is $100.00


• All prize sponsors will be listed on the tickets.


• Tickets will sell for $5.00 each.


• The “featured prizes” will be 4 snowmobiles sponsored/donated by the NYS Dealers


of NYS of Arctic Cat, Polaris, Ski-Doo and Yamaha.
































Club officers for 2006-2007





President:  Ken Radley


344-2413


Vice President:  Don Lewis – 345-0374


Membership:  Jeanne Freeman – 548-7197


Secretary:  Lynn Smith


548-7504


Treasurer:  Gerry Ivison – 548-9951





Board of Directors





Al Secash


Andy Hart


Brandon Kaness


Brian Thompson


Chris Jeffres


Craig Holly


Dave Merica


Dave Stephens


Don Lewis


Doug Smith


Jeff Thompson


John Brewster


Mark DeFelice


Steve Beach


Tim Freeman


Todd Sloat


PO Box 709 


Stafford, NY 14143-0709




















