September – October 2005

Sleds of Stafford

General Membership Meeting

August 3, 2005

Minutes

See attached list for those that attended the meeting. Minutes from the previous meeting were read. Motion to approve

minutes made by Doug Smith seconded by Jeff Thompson.

Old Business/Announcements

?? Due to trail changes a letter has been sent to those landowners affected thanking them for their past support but due to

some changes in the trail system the main trail will be moved.

?? Small utility trailer was purchased for the club for $300. It is being used in the Pavilion area.

?? Bob Lowe recently passed away. Our condolences to his family. The SOS will send a gift of $100 in his memory.

?? SRRA bill update. Has passed the senate and assembly. Currently is waiting for the governor’s signature if he approves

it. For more information on it visit the NYSSA website.

?? SOS finalized their letter to supporters of the club for advertising. Will be sent out soon as well as with the newsletter.

?? There is some property that is being offered to SOS by Hanson. The property itself has some opportunity to eventually

build a new groomer barn as well as a room for monthly meetings. The taxes on the property itself are minimal. Doug

Smith made a motion to go ahead and accept the property from Hanson. John Brewster seconded. Kenny will contact Dan

DiMateo asking him to provide a letter to Hanson.

?? Youth/Adult Safety Course will be held November 29th and December 6th at the Stafford Fire Hall from 6:00-10:00

pm. Youth must be at least 10 years of age by December 6th. Registration is required ahead of time. You can sign up by

contacting Jerry or Ginny Ivison at 548-9951.

Next meeting to be held September 7, 2005 at the Stafford Fire Hall

THANK YOU!!!

To our sponsors so far for the 2005/06 year!

Richenberg’s Repair, Inc.

7-S Cycle Supply

Suburban Energy

Batavia Legal Printing, Inc.

Spirit’s

Reminder that advertising/sponsorships are due by

October 15th. Please consider supporting the Sleds

of Stafford! You can read more about our levels

of advertising in this newsletter!

UPCOMING DATES – MARK YOUR CALENDARS

October 5, 2005 - General Membership @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

October 19, 2005 - Board of Directors Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

November 2, 2005 - General Membership @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

November 16, 2005 - Board of Directors Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

November 19, 2005 - Steak dinner @ BW’s Restaurant 6:00 p.m.

December 7, 2005 - General Membership @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

December 21, 2005 - Board of Directors Meeting @ Stafford Fire Hall 7:30 p.m.

Snowmobile Rights and Responsibilities Act (SRRA)

Briefing Document (Last updated 9/21/05)

Why SRRA: The primary reason for this legislation is to increase club membership and therefore increase participation for trail maintenance.

• Over the years clubs have had 2 issues: Lack of finances for trail maintenance and lack of volunteers to perform the trail maintenance.

• Since 2003 we have had 2 fee increases that have helped considerably with the financial situation. Unfortunately these have not addressed the volunteer aspect.

• In 2001 a process was started to allow clubs to gain/attract more members. We looked at the Trail Pass as a means of accomplishing this, but to do this it meant changing the NYS Trespass Laws. At about this time the New Hampshire Snowmobile Association had successfully lobbied for legislation that increased their fees but would give club members a discount.

NYSSA adopted this formula.

A bill was put together that would address many issues facing clubs today. This bill became known as the Snowmobile Rights and Responsibilities Act.

Components: SRRA was first written to address the club membership issue, General Obligations Law and some common sense safety concerns.

• Duties of Snowmobile Owners and Operators: This legislation explains some common sense duties for snowmobilers.

Among them: Snowmobiling is a voluntary activity that could be hazardous; make sure your equipment is working properly; obey all rules and regulations. Guidelines for Responsible Snowmobilers are posted on the NYSSA Website.

• Duties of Snowmobile Clubs: Please note these duties do not increase the liability for any club. Basically these are all items that clubs should be doing: Mark the trail; encourage snowmobilers to participate in safety programs, and mark the trails as their status of being open or closed.

• Mandatory Insurance: Any snowmobile will now be required to be covered by liability insurance if operated off your own property.

• Youthful Operation: The current law allows anyone 10 years old or older to operate a snowmobile on the trail system alone if they hold a safety certificate. Many felt that anyone under the age of 14 should not be riding the trail system without adult supervision. Therefore, the minimum age a youth with a safety certificate can ride alone is 14. Youth's between the age of 10 and 14 can still operate a snowmobile if they are within 500' of a guardian 18 or older.

• Two-Tier: This is the most important aspect of the legislation. It increases the total fee to $100 UNLESS one member of the household is a club member. If that is the case then every sled registered by that household will only pay $45/ snowmobile. In other words if you are already a club member you are not impacted financially in any way by the Two-Tier

language in this legislation.

Speed limit: A maximum 55 MPH speed limit will become law on public trails and lands, however safe & prudent speed for the trail and conditions prevail, but not to exceed 55 MPH. This does not include lakes unless posted locally. Speed limits in our neighboring states and Canada are all lower than 55.

Benefits

• Increased Club Membership: As stated earlier, New Hampshire has adopted two-tier and according to their numbers

over 90% of snowmobilers in NH now belong to a club. Also according to NH volunteerism has also increased. More snowmobilers now realize that trails just don't appear out of nowhere. It takes volunteers to build and maintain these trails. By increasing club membership, NYSSA membership also increases, making our voice stronger to government, insurance

and other entities associated with our sport.

• Safety & Education: Studies have shown that snowmobilers who belong to clubs are more educated regarding our

sport. This education allows our trails to be safer and more enjoyable for everyone.

• Landowners: Through conversations with landowners it is clear landowners prefer only club members use their property to ride on. Financial: Additional club membership will give clubs additional revenue to allow them more flexibility in their trail maintenance activities.

Advertising with the Sleds of Stafford

The SOS is currently underway looking for businesses/individuals that would like to support the club by contributing at one of the levels below. If you would like to support the club so that we can continue marking, making improvements and maintaining our trail system we welcome your support! We are looking for all contributions to be made by October 15th so that those who are wishing to be included on our trail map.

Four Stroke: $500.00

Name and logo placed on the groomer

Name and logo placed on the website

Paid membership for the 2005/2006 year

Three (3) business signs on our trail system

Tickets (2) to the SOS steak dinner on November 19, 2005

Advertising in Sleds of Stafford newsletter

Business name and location on the trail map

Turbo: $250.00

Name and logo placed on the website

Advertising in Sleds of Stafford newsletter

Business name and location on the trail map

Two (2) business signs on our trail system

Tickets (2) to the SOS steak dinner on November 19, 2005

Two Stroke: $150.00

Advertising in Sleds of Stafford newsletter

Business name and location on the trail map (Additional $50)

Please complete the form below and submit with your payment to the address listed.

Sleds of Stafford Information Form

Advertising 2005/2006

Level of Advertising (please check one):

? Four Stroke $ ? 500.00 Turbo $ ? 250.00 Two Stroke $150.00

? Yes, for $50 additional, I would like to have my business and location added to the trail map (for the Two

Stroke level only).

Name of Business/Individual ________________________________________________________________

Address (including City/Zip Code)____________________________________________________________

Phone Number (business) __________________ (cell) _________________ (home)____________________

Email Address _______________________ Website Address ______________________________________

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________

*Please email photo ready business card size ads to Lynn Smith at lsmith@childrensinstitute.net

Sleds of Stafford Awards Banquet,

April 2005 at BW’s:

1. Ken honoring Mark DeFelice—Member of the Year.

2. Ken honoring Jerry Ivison (and Ginny Ivison—Not Pictured) -

Outstanding Promotion of Snowmobiling in the Community.

3. Ken honoring Steve Beach (not pictured—Jordan and Julie)—

Family of the Sleds of Stafford for the Year.

4. Ken honoring Ron Radley—Groomer Operator Award.

5. Ken honoring Dave Stephens—Lifetime Achievement Award.

6. Ken honoring Chris Jeffres—New Member Award.

7. Ken receiving Leadership Award, with Todd Sloat, Doug Smith

& John Smith



SLEDS OF STAFFORD UPDATE


The SOS is selling tickets for a chance to win a 2005 enclosed Triton trailer. The


winning ticket will be drawn at our annual steak dinner at BW’s Restaurant on Saturday


November 19, 2005. Tickets are available to purchase at our general membership


meetings (1st Wednesday of every month) or you can stop in at one of the


places listed below and they are available. Tickets for the steak dinner are now


available to purchase. See below for more details.





Byron Hotel Spirits


Yott Club Cloverleaf


BW’s Restaurant Stafford Trading Post


Sloat’s Tire Shop





Suburban Energy is offering to 2005/2006 landowners and members who are Suburban


customers a $50 certificate that will be good towards your next fill. It is encouraged


that for rates for this year that you contact Suburban directly and one of their


customer service reps will be happy to assist you over the phone.


The fall season is fast approaching and that marks the start of getting trails marked


and ready for the snowmobiling season. Typically, starting in October on Saturdays


and Sundays the SOS has trail detail. We meet at 8:00 AM at the Stafford Fire Hall


and go on from there. If you are interested in helping out or even becoming a trail


boss in your area please contact Ken Radley at 344-2413.


The SRRA Bill (Snowmobile Rights and Responsibilities Act) Bill has been approved


by the governor. You can read more about this new legislation inside this


newsletter. You can also visit the NYSSA website at www.nyssnowassoc.org for


additional information.





There will be a youth and adult safety course held on November 29, 2005 and December


6, 2005 from 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. at the Stafford Fire Hall. Children


must be 10 years of age by December 6th in order to take the class. If you would


like to register you may do so by contacting Jerry or Ginny Ivison at 548-9951.



































Club officers for 2005-2006





President:  Ken Radley


344-2413


Vice President:  Don Lewis – 345-0374


Membership:  Jeanne Freeman – 548-7197


Secretary:  Lynn Smith


548-7504


Treasurer:  Gerry Ivison – 548-9951





Board of Directors





Al Secash


Andy Hart


Brandon Kaness


Brian Thompson


Chris Jeffres


Craig Holly


Dave Merica


Dave Stephens


Don Lewis


Doug Smith


Jeff Thompson


John Brewster


Mark DeFelice


Steve Beach


Tim Freeman


Todd Sloat


PO Box 709 


Stafford, NY 14143-0709




















