Member Call to the director of the Budget’s Office

(call 518-473-3885)

[You}: My name is __________, and I am an avid snowmobiler and a member of (name of your club), I am calling to voice my opinion regarding Governor Paterson’s budget proposal to “sweep” $5 million from the snowmobile trail development and maintenance fund into the general fund over the next several years. 
[Staff]: The staffer may or may not transfer you, if not ask to speak to someone within the Budget Office regarding this issue. 
[You]: Thank you. I want Director Megna to know that this unprecedented sweep, coming less than two years after a previous attempt to take $1 million during the 2008-2009 budget process, must be rejected. As you are aware, this money comes from snowmobile registration fees and is desperately needed for maintaining and developing the statewide trail system. This sweep undermines the credibility of the fund, violates a public trust and will devastate our ability to adequately and safely maintain the state trail system and will jeopardize the impact of snowmobiling on the upstate winter economy. 
[Staff]: The staffer may or may not respond, but don’t get mad at the staffer.
[You]: Okay thank you, I understand. I would also like to let Director Megna know that I am opposed to the language in Part HH of Budget Bill S6609/A9709 that expands the allowable use of monies in the snowmobile trail fund to include “public safety activities,” and urge that this language be removed from the budget.  By allowing snowmobile registration fees to be taken from their intended use and transferred to the general fund under the guise of public safety, while removing any accountability regarding those use of these funds, the proposed budget would result in millions more swept from the snowmobile trail fund in coming years.
[Staff]: The staffer may respond and ask you your name and contact information. Without this information the comment will not be logged.
[You]: Thank you very much for taking my call today, I appreciate your time. Please let Director Megna know that I will continue to follow the situation closely.
